


MRM was invited to conduct 
activities at SMK Desa Cempaka, 
Nilai, Negeri Sembilan, in 
conjunction with the school-level 
TVET Week celebration. A total of 
76 students participated in a 
tower-building activity using 
recycled materials. The programme 

also featured demonstrations of 3D 
printing and digital sketching. MRM 
extends its appreciation to the 
school for the invitation and for 
providing an opportunity to 
promote design activities among 
school students.

The Malaysia Design Council (MRM) 
was honoured to be invited as a 
speaker and judge for a workshop 
organised by students of Kolej 
Kemahiran Johor (KKJ, JB) at SMK 
Tun Syed Nasir Ismail. A total of 50 
Form 1 and Form 2 students took 
part in an initiative to foster 

sustainability awareness and 
creativity through the design and 
development of products using 
recycled materials. MRM remains 
committed to supporting design 
education and green initiatives 
towards a more sustainable future.

MRM was honoured to conduct an 
RBT Sketching Workshop in 
conjunction with the 
STEM-KOP-Career Carnival 
organised by SMK Pendeta Za’ba. 
The workshop involved 200 
students from 46 schools around 
Seremban, providing exposure to 
design principles and encouraging 
creative, innovative and 
career-oriented thinking.

SCHOOL-LEVEL TVET WEEK 
CELEBRATION
25 June 2025

RECYCLED PRODUCT DESIGN 
WORKSHOP
17 July 2025

RBT SKETCHING WORKSHOP | SMK 
PENDETA ZA’BA × MRM
29 July 2025
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MRM was pleased to welcome 
lecturers and students from the 
Interior Design Programme at 
Petra Christian University, 
Indonesia, on 15 July 2025. The visit 

introduced MRM’s role in design 
policy and development while 
encouraging regional collaboration 
in the field of design.

ACADEMIC VISIT: PETRA 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY, 
INDONESIA
15 July 2025
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MRM was pleased to welcome 40 
Form 1 to Form 3 students from 
Sekolah Sultan Alam Shah for the 
2025 Sabatical Programme, held at 
MRM, Bukit Jalil. The programme 

focused on early exposure to 
Design and Innovation skills, 
character development and career 
awareness among students.

SABATICAL PROGRAMME 2025: 
SEKOLAH SULTAN ALAM SHAH × MRM
29–30 July 2025

MRM conducted a Design 
Sketching Workshop with 80 Form 1 
and Form 2 students at SMK Tunku 
Ampuan Najihah in conjunction with 
STEM Month 2025. The programme 
introduced students to the 

fundamentals of technical sketching 
and highlighted the importance of 
design in developing creative and 
innovative approaches to 
problem-solving.

DESIGN SKETCHING WORKSHOP: SMK 
TUNKU AMPUAN NAJIHAH × MRM
24 July 2025

MRM paid a courtesy visit to the 
National Aerospace Industry 
Corporation Malaysia (NAICO). The 
MRM delegation was received by 
Prof. Ts. Shamsul Kamar bin Abu 
Samah, Chief Executive Officer. The 

visit marked an important step 
towards establishing strategic 
collaboration between MRM and 
NAICO, particularly in 
strengthening Malaysia’s aerospace 
sector.

COURTESY VISIT TO NAICO 
MALAYSIA
18 August 2025



Page 4

The Malaysia Good Design Award 
(MGDA) assessment sessions were 
conducted across several states to 
evaluate and identify products and 
design outcomes based on their 
value, quality and potential for 
wider recognition. The July 2026 
assessment session covered three 
states—Penang, Kelantan and 
Terengganu.

Throughout the assessment, the 
panel reviewed a diverse range of 
design outcomes from various 
sectors and industry backgrounds. 
The process also included 
discussions and site visits, providing 

the panel with a more 
comprehensive understanding of 
the designs, their development and 
their applications within real-world 
contexts. Beyond evaluating the 
quality of each design, the 
assessment sessions provided an 
opportunity for the panel to gain 
deeper insights into the creativity, 
innovation and industry practices 
demonstrated by participating 
organisations. Each design was 
assessed based on its value, ability 
to fulfil user needs, functionality 
and relevance to market 
requirements.

MALAYSIA GOOD DESIGN 
AWARD ASSESSMENT 
SESSION
20 August 2025

The Malaysia Design Council (MRM) 
participated in MATRADE Export Day 
2025, held from 2–3 September 2025 at 
Hotel Royale Chulan, Seremban. The 
programme brought together industry 
players and entrepreneurs while 
providing a strategic platform for 
sharing insights on strengthening 
product competitiveness in local and 

international markets.

Representing MRM, En. Asri Ahmad, 
CiDe, delivered a session highlighting 
the role of design in product 
development and packaging, with a 
particular focus on enhancing export 
value and market positioning.

The Malaysia Design Council (MRM) 
conducted a discussion session 
with Mawar Medical Centre, a 
recipient of the Anugerah 
Kecemerlangan Industri under the 
Ministry of Investment, Trade and 
Industry (MITI), in the category of 
Most Promising Company.

The discussion focused on 
exploring opportunities to 
strengthen the organisation’s 
competitive position through the 
strategic application of design. 

Particular emphasis was placed on 
maximising the potential of design 
to support improvements in 
product development, innovation 
and organisational capacity.

MRM remains committed to serving 
as a strategic industry partner in 
supporting organisations to 
strengthen their capabilities, 
enhance their competitiveness and 
achieve greater global recognition, 
in line with the aspirations of 
Malaysia MADANI.

MATRADE EXPORT DAY 2025: 
SEREMBAN
2–3 September 2025

The Malaysia Design Council (MRM) 
participated in MATRADE Export Day 
2025, held from 25–26 August 2025 at 
Dewan Raja Muda, Shah Alam. As part 
of the programme, MRM provided 
consultation on strategic design 
approaches for the development of 
export-oriented products. The session 
highlighted how effective design can 

enhance the value, competitiveness 
and market appeal of Malaysian 
products, particularly when entering 
international markets. MRM also 
promoted the Malaysia Good Design 
Award (MGDA) as a benchmark for 
recognising high-quality and innovative 
Malaysian designs at both national and 
international levels.

MATRADE EXPORT DAY 2025: 
SHAH ALAM
25 - 26 Ogos 2025

BRANDING & PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP 
17 July 2025



Design is not just about 
creating, it is about 
driving innovation, 
competitiveness and 
meaningful change.
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The Asia Design Sharing (ADS) 2025, 
organised by the Malaysia Design 
Council (MRM), brought together 
design councils, creative institutions, 
industry representatives and 
trade-promotion agencies from across 
Asia. The two-day programme 
provided a platform to exchange 
knowledge on emerging design trends 
and strengthen collaboration towards 
advancing the regional design 
ecosystem.
Carrying the theme “Design-Driven 
Economy”, ADS 2025 highlighted 
design as a strategic driver of economic 
development, business 

competitiveness and innovation. It 
emphasised that design goes beyond 
aesthetics by creating meaningful 
solutions, improving user experiences, 
supporting sustainable practices and 
responding to the evolving needs of 
society and industry. The event also 
encouraged cross-border knowledge 
sharing and strategic networking 
among design professionals, 
policymakers, educators and industry 
players, with discussions focusing on 
design development, innovation, 
sustainability and the integration of 
design into economic and industrial 
strategies.

ASIA DESIGN SHARING (ADS) 2025
21–22 October 2025 | Seri Pacific Hotel, Kuala Lumpur

An evening celebrating the 
excellence of Malaysian design and 
the expertise of the nation’s industrial 
designers was successfully held in 
Kuala Lumpur. The prestigious 
Malaysia Good Design Award 
(MGDA) recognised 39 products 
from 20 local companies for their 
innovation, quality and design 
excellence. The Certified Industrial 
Designer (CiDe) recognition was 
presented to 22 professional 
designers, reflecting their 

competence and professionalism 
within the industry.
The awards were presented by YB 
Senator Tengku Datuk Seri Utama 
Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz, Minister of 
Investment, Trade and Industry (MITI). 
The ceremony also featured the 
pre-launch of Kuala Lumpur Design 
Summit (KLDS) 2026, an initiative 
aimed at positioning Malaysia as a 
leading design hub in Asia in 
conjunction with Visit Malaysia 2026.

MALAYSIA GOOD DESIGN AWARD (MGDA) & 
CERTIFIED INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER (CiDe) 
2025
21 Oct 2025

Pre-launch of Kuala Lumpur Design Summit (KLDS) 2026 by 
YB Senator Tengku Datuk Seri Utama Zafrul Tengku Abdul 
Aziz, Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry (MITI).
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MRM welcomed 28 students and five 
lecturers from the Creative 
Multimedia Advertising Programme, 
Kolej Komuniti Jasin. The session, 
held from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm, 

provided students with a closer 
understanding of MRM’s functions, 
role and initiatives in strengthening 
Malaysia’s design industry.

MRM was pleased to organise a Brand 
Management Workshop for Mawar 
Medical Centre, Seremban. The 
workshop formed part of MRM’s 
efforts to support sustainable 
marketing communication in the 
healthcare sector. As a recipient of the 
MITI Industry Excellence Award (AKI), 

Mawar Medical Centre will also receive 
design advisory and training services 
from MRM to strengthen its corporate 
strategy through a design-led 
approach, including opportunities for 
design recognition through the 
Malaysia Good Design Award.

KOLEJ KOMUNITI JASIN DESIGN VISIT TO 
MRM
30 October 2025

BRAND MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP: MAWAR 
MEDICAL CENTRE × MRM
27 November 2025

MRM, in collaboration with SIRIM 
Academy, organised a Project 
Committee Workshop for the 
development of the MRM Industry 
Standard Training Module. The 

workshop brought together technical 
experts, academics and industry 
players to strengthen national training 
standards in the field of design.

DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING MODULES : 
MRM INDUSTRY STANDARD
4–5 December 2025



MRM participated in “STREAM 
Revolusi”, organised by Sekolah 
Menengah Kebangsaan Senawang, 
as part of efforts to introduce the 
world of design and innovation to 
the younger generation. Through an 
exhibition and knowledge-sharing 
session, MRM demonstrated how 

design can shape creative solutions 
across Science, Technology, 
Reading and Engineering. The 
initiative aligns with MRM’s 
commitment to nurturing design 
thinking from the school level and 
developing future talent for 
Malaysia’s design industry.

MRM held a discussion with 
representatives of Boustead 
Holding Berhad to explore the 
company’s design service 
requirements. The discussion 
focused on design solutions 
capable of reflecting corporate 

identity and strengthening the 
organisation’s competitive 
advantage. MRM also shared its 
expertise and experience in design 
to support the development of 
creative, relevant and high-impact 
solutions..

ACADEMIC CARNIVAL EXHIBITION: 
STREAM REVOLUSI
30 March 2026

DESIGN SERVICES DISCUSSION: 
MRM × BOUSTEAD HOLDING BERHAD
1 April 2026

MRM held a collaborative 
discussion with the Department of 
Culture and Arts (JKKN) on the 
development of arts and cultural 

products. The initiative forms part 
of MRM’s mission to strengthen 
local industries through more 
competitive design solutions.

STRATEGIC COLLABORATION DISCUSSION: 
MRM × DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND ARTS 
(JKKN)
8 April 2026
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The Malaysian Design Council 
(MRM) contributed strategic 
insights during the Focus Group 
Discussion (FGD) on the 
development of the “Guidelines on 
PhD by Product”, held on 17 April 
2026 at Zenith Hotel Putrajaya.

The session brought together 
representatives from various 
agencies and industry stakeholders 
to exchange perspectives and 
expertise. The insights gathered 
were subsequently shared with the 
Malaysian Qualifications Agency 
(MQA) to further strengthen the 
proposed guidelines, which are 

envisioned to serve as a key 
reference for higher education 
institutions in structuring, 
developing, and delivering PhD by 
Product programmes.

This collaborative initiative reflects 
a shared commitment to ensuring 
that PhD by Product programmes 
uphold academic rigour, quality 
standards, and relevance to current 
industry needs, while supporting 
innovation and strengthening the 
connection between higher 
education, research, and 
professional practice.

MRM welcomed a delegation from 
the Services Sector Development 
Division (SSDD), Ministry of 
Investment, Trade and Industry 
(MITI), at Bukit Jalil. The delegation 
was led by Mr Muhammad Zulhilmi 
Ahmad, Senior Director of SSDD. 
The session focused on MRM’s 
mandate and key initiatives in 

strengthening Malaysia’s design 
ecosystem, as well as the role of 
design, creativity and innovation in 
the development of the Orange 
Economy. MRM looks forward to 
continued engagement with MITI in 
advancing Malaysia’s 
design-driven and creative 
economy.

MRM was pleased to welcome SMK 
Desa Cempaka (SMKDC) through 
its Design and Innovation 
Committee, involving 40 students. 
The “Creative Exploration: From 
Thought to Design” programme 
introduced the younger generation 
to the world of innovation and 
provided early exposure to design. 
Students were also introduced to 

the idea-generation process 
through basic sketching 
techniques.
The programme also highlighted 
the role of design in the 
development of Malaysia’s industry, 
innovation and creative economy. 
MRM thanks SMK Desa Cempaka 
for the visit and its interest in the 
world of design.

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION (FGD) FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF “GUIDELINES ON PhD BY 
PRODUCT”
17 April 2026

STRENGTHENING COLLABORATION ON 
DESIGN AND THE ORANGE ECONOMY
8 April 2026

SMKDC DESIGN VISIT TO MRM
9 April 2026
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The 2026 Series 1 Assessment 
Session commenced with 10 
selected professional candidates. 
Each candidate underwent a 
rigorous assessment by an expert 
panel to evaluate professional 
competence, credibility and the 
quality of their work as professional 
designers.

CiDe is more than a recognition; it 
represents evidence of capability 
and professional experience in the 
design field. The journey begins 
here for aspiring industrial 
designers, with only those who 
meet the required standards 
progressing through the 
assessment.

CERTIFIED INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER 
(CiDe) 2026 ASSESSMENT
15 April 2026

MRM welcomed 20 students and 
two teachers from SMK Seremban 
2 for a knowledge- and 
skills-sharing session in design. 
Through practical sketching and 
rendering activities, students 
strengthened their understanding 

of the design process—from 
observing and understanding to 
creating.
Every line drawn today forms the 
foundation of the design talent that 
will drive Malaysia’s innovation and 
competitiveness tomorrow.

DESIGN VISIT: SMK SEREMBAN 2 
TO MRM
29 April 2026

MRM was invited as a consultant to 
guide the transformation of 
traditional arts and cultural 
products from heritage-based 
offerings into products that are 
more relevant and competitive in 
today’s market. The workshop 
brought together 50 
representatives from across 
Malaysia’s states. The aim was to 

elevate the quality and standards of 
local arts products.
MRM’s role is not simply to refine 
products or help them enter current 
markets, but also to strengthen 
Malaysian identity on the global 
stage. MRM is more than an 
adviser—it is a strategic partner in 
developing products to a higher 
level.

ARTS & CULTURAL PRODUCT 
INNOVATION ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOP 
2026
28 - 30 April 2026



MCY 2026 DUE DILIGENCE PROGRAMME
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MRM participated in the MCY 2026 
Due Diligence Programme as part 
of its commitment to strengthening 
Malaysia’s creative and technology 
industry ecosystem. The 
programme brought together 
government agencies and industry 
players for assessment, 
presentation and review sessions 

under the Malaysia Creative Young 
(MCY) initiative.
MRM’s involvement provided 
opportunities to share expertise 
and perspectives on design, 
innovation and product 
development while assessing the 
readiness and potential of the 
projects involved

MRM STRENGTHENS LEADERSHIP
TO ADVANCE MALAYSIA’S 

DESIGN ASPIRATIONS

YBrs. Encik Zuljar Jaafar, CiDe
Deputy Director

The Malaysia Design Council (MRM) is entering a 
new phase of leadership with the appointment of 
YBrs. En. Ismail Rosdi, CiDe, as Director of MRM, 

effective 1 May 2026, alongside YBrs. En. Encik 
Zuljar Jaafar, CiDe, as Deputy Director of MRM. 

These appointments reflect MRM’s continued 
commitment to strengthening organisational 

leadership while advancing the national 
design and innovation agenda.

The strengthened leadership comes 
at a crucial time as MRM continues 

to play a strategic role in developing 
a dynamic and progressive design 

ecosystem. With its leadership 
further reinforced, MRM is 

committed to expanding 
collaboration among the 

government, industry, 
institutions and various 

stakeholders, while creating 
greater opportunities and 
potential through design. 

The appointment of the new 
leadership team is expected to further 

strengthen MRM’s role in driving the 
development of talent, encouraging 

innovation, strengthening industry 
collaboration and positioning design 

as a catalyst for economic growth 
and national development.

  

The strengthened leadership structure 
also provides MRM with greater opportunities to 
explore new approaches towards empowering 
the local design industry, ensuring that it remains 
responsive to technological advancements, 
market demands and developments within 
the global creative industry. Through 
greater collaboration and knowledge 
sharing, MRM aims to continue 
nurturing young talent and industry 
professionals while encouraging 
the development of innovative, 
creative and impactful design 
solutions.

As Director and Deputy 
Director, YBrs. En. Ismail 
Rosdi, CiDe, and YBrs. En. 
Encik Zuljar Jaafar, CiDe, 
are expected to provide 
strategic leadership in 
driving MRM’s programmes 
and initiatives. Their expertise 
and experience will contribute 
towards strengthening the 
organisation’s direction and 
further elevating Malaysia’s 
design ecosystem.

YBrs. En. Ismail Rosdi, CiDe
Director



MRM was pleased to welcome 
members of the SIRIM Berhad 
Board of Directors as part of their 
facility onboarding session at SIRIM 
Bukit Jalil. The visiting delegation 
comprised:

• YBhg. Dato’ Lai Yit Loong
• Puan Nor Aida binti Idrus

• Mr Eric Chong Tiong Beng

The visit provided a comprehensive 
introduction to MRM’s role, 
functions and strategic initiatives in 
strengthening Malaysia’s design 
ecosystem, in line with the national 
industrial, technology and 
innovation development agenda.

SIRIM BERHAD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ONBOARDING VISIT TO MRM & SIRIM 
BUKIT JALIL
20 May 2026

The Malaysia Design Council 
(MRM) was honoured to be 
invited to participate in the SMK 
Mambau TVET Carnival Week, 
held on 19 May 2026 (Tuesday).

The programme served as an 
important platform to introduce 
students to the fields of 
Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET), 
as well as the world of design, 
creativity and innovation. 
Throughout the programme, 
MRM participated in 
knowledge-sharing sessions and 
exhibitions, which received an 
encouraging response from the 
school community. The 
participation also provided an 

opportunity to further 
strengthen students’ interest 
and understanding of TVET while 
exposing them to the potential 
of design as a catalyst for 
creativity, innovation and the 
development of future 
industries.

MRM would like to express its 
appreciation to SMK Mambau for 
the invitation and for providing a 
meaningful platform to engage 
with students. MRM looks 
forward to strengthening this 
collaboration and creating more 
opportunities to inspire the 
younger generation through 
design, innovation and TVET.

SMK MAMBAU TVET CARNIVAL 
WEEK 2026 – MRM
1 May 2026
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MRM was invited to participate in 
the NS Choice 2026 workshop on 
entrepreneurship development and 
product transformation in Negeri 
Sembilan. MRM, represented by 
Encik Ahmad Fauzi bin Nee, 
delivered a briefing on Malaysian 
Brand and product branding to 
participating entrepreneurs.
The session helped participants 

identify the development potential 
of local products through design, 
branding, packaging and market 
readiness. MRM remains 
committed to supporting 
entrepreneurship development and 
the transformation of local 
products to become more 
competitive.

MRM, together with the Private 
Standards Division (BSS), 
Department of Higher Education 
(JPT), participated in a discussion 
on proposed logo criteria for 
private higher education 
institutions (IPTS). The session 
sought MRM’s views and feedback 
on institutional logo foundations, 

supporting efforts to strengthen 
the visual identities of IPTS in a 
professional, structured and 
effective manner.
MRM Director, Encik Ismail Rosdi, 
also attended to provide input on 
design and institutional visual 
identity.

MRM welcomed an educational 
visit from SMK Batu Unjur, Klang, 
Selangor, involving 40 students and 
four teachers. The visit exposed 
students to design, sketch 
development and 3D product 
development. MRM hopes the visit 
will strengthen students’ interest in 
design, innovation and creativity as 
catalysts for Malaysia’s future 
development.

MRM SHARES THE ROLE OF PRODUCT 
BRANDING IN NS CHOICE 2026
3–4 June 2026 | Hotel Arena Premier, Seremban

ENGAGEMENT SESSION WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION
21 June 2026

DESIGN VISIT: SMK BATU UNJUR TO 
MRM
16 June 2026
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MRM attended the Arts & Cultural 
Products 2026 Engagement Session 
organised by the Department of 
Culture and Arts (JKKN). The session 
focused on strengthening the 
development of local arts and 
cultural products through the 
application of more innovative and 
competitive design elements that 
meet current market needs.
The session encouraged knowledge 

and expertise sharing between MRM 
and JKKN to strengthen the 
development of arts and cultural 
products at state level, in line with 
efforts to increase value-added 
opportunities for local products. 
MRM Director, Encik Ismail Rosdi, 
CiDe, also shared views on products 
with potential to be strengthened 
through strategic, creative and 
high-impact design approaches

MRM participated in Malaysia Gifts Fair 
2026 from 30 June to 2 July 2026. The 
event provided a strategic platform for 
MRM to strengthen networks with 
industry players, entrepreneurs, 
strategic partners and stakeholders 

while promoting national design 
development initiatives, including the 
Malaysia Good Design Award (MGDA) 
and Kuala Lumpur Design Summit 
2026 (KLDS 2026), as drivers of 
innovation and economic growth.

ARTS & CULTURAL PRODUCTS 2026 
ENGAGEMENT SESSION WITH JKKN
23 June 2026

MRM PARTICIPATION AT MALAYSIA 
GIFTS FAIR 2026
1 July 2026 | Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

MRM participated in the exhibition 
held in conjunction with the 2026 
Negeri Sembilan STEM and Madani 
Entrepreneurship Education Fiesta at 
Dewan Ungku Abdul Aziz, SMK 
Seremban 2, on 24 June 2026.
The initiative provided students with 
early exposure to the importance of 
design as a catalyst for creativity, 

innovation and problem-solving, 
particularly in STEM and 
entrepreneurship. Through 
exhibitions and knowledge-sharing 
sessions, MRM also highlighted the 
role of design in shaping the 
development mindset and talent of 
the younger generation.

MRM SHARES THE ROLE OF DESIGN AT THE STEM 
& MADANI ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION 
FIESTA 2026 – NEGERI SEMBILAN
26 June 2026

Page 13



MRM was pleased to welcome a 
delegation from Kolej Vokasional 
Sepang. The visit involved 25 
participants comprising lecturers 
and students and provided exposure 
to MRM’s role in strengthening 
Malaysia’s design ecosystem, while 
exploring opportunities for 

collaboration in design, innovation 
and talent development.
MRM believes collaboration with 
educational institutions, particularly 
in the TVET sector, is an important 
catalyst for developing creative and 
innovative talent that is prepared to 
meet industry needs.

MRM welcomed representatives of 
the Malaysian Plastics Manufacturers 
Association (MPMA) for a briefing 
and discussion on the 
implementation of the Design for 
Plastics Circularity Challenge 2026.
The session provided an opportunity 
to discuss the programme’s 
objectives and concept, with 

emphasis on the role of design in 
supporting more sustainable plastic 
use. Discussions also focused on 
applying circular economy principles 
in product development and 
encouraging more environmentally 
responsible and competitive design 
solutions.

MRM accepted an invitation from 
Perak Halal Corporation Sdn. Bhd. 
to deliver a briefing as part of the 
2YEP 2026, Series 2, organised in 
collaboration with the Perak State 
Department of Social Welfare.
The session, “Powerful Branding in 
Product Packaging Development”, 
was delivered by Encik Ahmad 
Fauzi bin Nee, MRM Design 
Consultant. It introduced 
participants to branding and 

packaging design and how these 
elements can increase product 
value and market competitiveness.
The session emphasised the 
importance of integrating strategic 
design elements into product 
development to create packaging 
that is not only visually appealing 
but also capable of increasing 
product value and strengthening 
market positioning.

MRM WELCOMES KOLEJ VOKASIONAL 
SEPANG
2 July 2026

BRIEFING & DISCUSSION: DESIGN FOR 
PLASTICS CIRCULARITY CHALLENGE 
2026
13 July 2026

MRM SHARES THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BRANDING & PRODUCT PACKAGING 
DESIGN
9 July 2026 | Institut Latihan Statistik Malaysia, Sungkai, Perak
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MRM conducted a working visit to 
Kolej Komuniti Shah Alam (KKSA), 
followed by a Letter of Intent 
signing ceremony to strengthen 
strategic collaboration in Technical 
and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET), particularly in 
interior design.
The ceremony was officiated by 
YBrs. En. Ismail Rosdi, CiDe, 

Director of MRM, together with the 
leadership of Kolej Komuniti Shah 
Alam. The collaboration covers 
graduate development, curriculum 
enhancement, training, 
certification, research, innovation, 
commercialisation and 
entrepreneurship. The MRM 
delegation also toured the learning 
facilities.

The Malaysia Design Council (MRM) 
participated in the SEED Showcase 
2026 – LIFE BY DESIGN: Design Talk 
at the Faculty of Design and 
Architecture, Universiti Putra 
Malaysia (UPM).
Representing MRM, YBhg. En. Ismail 
Rosdi, CiDe, Director of MRM, 
shared insights into the role of 

design in driving innovation, 
strengthening industries and 
creating meaningful impact for 
society. The session also 
highlighted collaboration between 
academia and industry in 
developing future-ready designers 
and advancing Malaysia’s design 
ecosystem.

MRM welcomed students from the 
Industrial Design Club (IDeC), 
Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin 
(UniSZA), for an educational visit. The 
students were introduced to MRM’s 
role as an agency under the Ministry 
of Investment, Trade and Industry 
(MITI) and its efforts to strengthen 
Malaysia’s design ecosystem.

The visit included a briefing on 
MRM’s functions, role and key 
initiatives in strengthening a culture 
of innovation. Students also toured 
MRM’s exhibition spaces and 
facilities to view recognised 
Malaysian design outcomes and 
understand the application of design 
across different industry sectors.

MRM & KOLEJ KOMUNITI SHAH ALAM SIGN 
LETTER OF INTENT IN DESIGN & TVET
16 July 2026

SEED SHOWCASE 2026 – LIFE BY 
DESIGN: DESIGN TALK
21 July 2026 | Faculty of Design and Architecture, Universiti Putra 
Malaysia (UPM)

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN CLUB (IDeC), 
UniSZA STUDY VISIT TO MRM
14 July 2026

A productive discussion was held 
between MRM, PEREKA and 
Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin 
(UniSZA) at The Centre for Career, 
Alumni and Entrepreneurship 
(UniSZA) on strategic collaboration 
for DICE 4.0 2026. The discussion 
explored potential collaboration in 

industrial design, industry 
mentoring, project evaluation, 
design development and 
student-led projects towards 
pre-commercialisation. Together, 
the partners aim to strengthen the 
development of innovative 
designers.

STRENGTHENING DESIGN 
COLLABORATION FOR FUTURE 
INNOVATORS
21 July 2026
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MRM was invited as a speaker for the 
Shelf-Stable Food Product 
Development Course organised by 
Perak Corporation Holdings in 
collaboration with the Perak State 
Entrepreneur Secretariat (STeP), held 
at SIRIM Berhad Perak.
MRM was represented by Encik 
Ahmad Fauzi bin Nee, MRM Design 
Consultant, who shared knowledge 
on product development, food 

products, packaging and product 
commercialisation to strengthen the 
competitiveness of food industry 
entrepreneurs. The initiative 
reinforced MRM’s commitment to 
supporting industry development 
through knowledge sharing, design 
empowerment and the development 
of higher-quality, competitive and 
value-added products.

MRM conducted the second CiDe 
2026 assessment session on 30 July 
2026. The session involved eight 
candidates from various organisations 
and institutions. Each candidate was 
assessed based on professional 
experience and contributions to the 
design field, followed by a presentation 
and question-and-answer session with 

the assessment panel.
The assessment forms part of MRM’s 
efforts to strengthen the recognition of 
industrial designers in Malaysia through 
the Certified Industrial Designer (CiDe) 
programme.
For applications, please refer to the 
application link provided in the original 
publication.

MRM SHARES EXPERTISE IN FOOD 
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT USING RETORT 
TECHNOLOGY
23 July 2026

SECOND ASSESSMENT SESSION – CERTIFIED 
INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER (CiDe) 2026
31 July 2026

MRM conducted an Arts and 
Cultural Product Engagement 
session on the traditional Dam 
Harimau game with the local 
community at FELDA Palong 3. The 
session gathered direct feedback 
from users while strengthening 
efforts to preserve and empower 

traditional games through design, 
innovation and product 
development.
The initiative forms part of MRM’s 
strategic collaboration with the 
Department of Culture and Arts to 
preserve Malaysia’s cultural heritage 
through innovation.

ARTS & CULTURAL PRODUCT ENGAGEMENT 
PROGRAMME: TRADITIONAL DAM HARIMAU 
GAME
28 July 2026 | FELDA Palong 3, Jempol, Negeri Sembilan
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The China–ASEAN Industrial 
Design Week is positioned as an 
international design event that 
promotes design innovation and 
industrial design cooperation 
between China and ASEAN 
countries. The event will bring 
together government agencies, 
national design organisations, 
leading enterprises, universities and 

internationally recognised 
designers to showcase outstanding 
design achievements and 
strengthen cooperation.
During Industrial Design Week, a 
China–Malaysia Design Forum will 
be organised to promote dialogue 
and collaboration between the 
design communities of both 
countries.

The Faculty of Artificial Intelligence 
(FAI), Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 
(UTM), organised an Industrial 
Advisory Panel (IAP) assessment 
meeting to ensure that its 
academic programmes remain 
relevant to rapid technological 
developments and industry needs.
MRM was appointed as an Industrial 
Advisory Panel member alongside 

representatives from various 
government agencies and 
corporate organisations. The 
session provided an avenue for 
industry feedback to strengthen 
FAI’s academic programmes and 
ensure that the curriculum remains 
aligned with technological 
developments and the skills 
required by future graduates.

The Ministry of Higher Education 
(KPT), in collaboration with Universiti 
Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA), is 
organising the Digital Innovation 
Creativepreneur (DICE) “Warisan” 
programme under the aspiration 
“From Creative Product to 
Market-Ready Innovation”. The 
international programme focuses on 
the development of digital creative 
content products through the 

integration of digital technology and 
artificial intelligence (AI).
MRM’s experience in design 
development, innovation and 
product commercialisation will 
provide valuable exposure on the 
importance of design as a driver of 
innovation, product development 
strategies and pathways for bringing 
digital creative products to market.

OFFICIAL INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE 2026 CHINA–ASEAN INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN WEEK
7 August 2026

INDUSTRIAL ADVISORY PANEL (IAP) 
MEETING, FACULTY OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE (FAI), UTM KUALA LUMPUR
10 August 2026

STRATEGIC COLLABORATION FOR THE 
DIGITAL INNOVATION CREATIVEPRENEUR 
(DICE) 3.0 PROGRAMME
4 August 2026

The Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Innovation (MOSTI) has led the 
Malaysia Commercialisation Year 
(MCY) initiative since 2016 to 
strengthen the Research, 
Development, Commercialisation 
and Innovation (R&D&C&I) 
ecosystem towards sustainable 
development and continuity across 
the commercialisation value chain.
In line with the MADANI principles, 
MCY has entered its third 

implementation phase, MCY 3.0, 
with a focus on commercialising 
research outcomes and expanding 
them to global markets. One 
initiative continuing this year is the 
Due Diligence Assessment Session, 
which evaluates the 
commercialisation readiness of 
products, technologies and 
services before they are listed 
under the MCY 2026 Special KPI.

APPOINTMENT AS ASSESSMENT PANEL 
MEMBER FOR MCY 2026 DUE DILIGENCE
7 August 2026
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MRM continued its promotion of 
Kuala Lumpur Design Summit 2026 
(KLDS2026) in Penang on 11 August 
2026, introducing the summit as a 
platform that brings together the 
design community, industry and 

educational institutions. MRM’s 
participation also created 
opportunities for knowledge 
sharing and the exchange of 
perspectives on design, innovation 
and the creative industry.

11 August 2026 | Penang
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